Public to name
marine ban sites
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Policing the bag limits has been hampered by a
shortage of fisheries inspectors. (There are nine:
inspectors for the Sydney metropolitan region.)

The management plan recommends investigating |
how local government officers, such as beach'
inspectors and park rangers, could take on a
law-enforcement role. :

The plan was prepared by a committee comprising
representatives of the department, local councils,
amateur fishermen and university researchers. Dr
Tony Underwood, the director of the Institute of
Marine Ecology at the University of Sydney, wrote the
committee's discussion paper. :

He says studies of rocky foreshores have shown that
for every two kilometres, there are an average of 19.8
people collecting. Each day, six to seven crabs, four
sea urchins and 12 turbo snails are taken. Harvesting is
more intense at easily accessible points in areas oq
large' human populations. :

Intertidal species were growing smaller, Dr Under-
wood said, as the larger individuals were taken.
Harvesting also upset ecological interactions.

The popular sea-urchins, for example, are voracious
grazers. Their removal results in a growth of seaweeds,
which smother other animals. e

The activity cycles of some species make them
particularly vulnerable. The large whelk (predatory
snail) unwittingly comes upshore from decper habitats
each summer, just when human foraging is busiest. The }|.
large whelk is seriously depleted all along the coast, Dr -
Underwood said. ' RS I -

Among the recommendations, which are “strongly
endorsed” by the minister, are: L
® protected areas to allow recreational angling, but
no gathering of bait; o T
@ in non-protected or partially protected areas,
harvesting methods to be restricted; e
@ bag limits to be measured by numbers, not volume,
e.g. two octopuses, 10 beach worms, 50 pipies;:

@ shucking (removal from shell) of any invertebrate at the
site, except for immediate use of bait, to be illegal; and
@® an education program, targeting schools and ethnic

@ For every two kilometres of
foreshore, there is an average of

19.8 people collecting.® - - - ?.
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groups, to be developt;d.

As a guide, the paper says, up 10125 rocky habittts, '
south of Wollongong and north of Forster — and more |

in the metropolitan areas < may need to be protected.
The amount of other habitat types, such b@gggﬁe@,‘apd
mudflats, is yet to be determined. 8T L T
The department now invites comments on the
‘plan of management, and nominations of protected
sites from individuals, ooungilq‘br scientific bodies.

. Sites deemed most appropriate are those under the
" greatest threat — because of accessibility and current
- 'use — and whose fauna is particularly rate ot diverse.
"~ The size of the area needs to be sufficient to support
the species’ populations and to have easily definable
boundaries. ‘
Areas under threat from other sources — urban
development, runways, sand-mining — are not
recommended. . :
Some Sydney councils recently began their own
“moves to have their foreshores protected. Waverley

. Council has already submitted to the minister that

‘Bronte reef should be closed to the collection_of |

" shellfish. e Do o
At least one Randwick alderman wants to ban
“marine foraging in the mturiicipality, Which includes
" Clovelly, Coogee and ‘Maroubra beaches. And the
issue is on the agenda for Woollahra Council.
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By ANN ARNOLD

An open invitation to nominate
which foreshore areas you would like
protected has been issued by the
Department of Agriculture and Fish-
eries. All shore harvesting will be
banned in protected areas.

for harvesting in intertidal habitats,
-released yesterday by the Minister for
Agrlqulture and Fisheries, Mr. Arm-
strong, recommends that numerous
sites along the- NSW coast ' — the
majority in the metropolitan area ~—
be protected. ~ S
It ‘also recommends that partial
protection be given to other areas,
and suggests that local government
officers could do. the policing.
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ALONG THE SEASHORE

The management plan was
prompted by the threat to the survival
of invertebrates — such as sea
urchins, rock crabs, pipis and cockles
-— whiclr are being taken in increas-
. ing-volumes for fishing bait or food.
’ * At present, the only protected
. areas in -NSW. are eight aquatic
reserves. At any -other rocky outcrop
or beach people may gather what
faunathey like, providing they do not
exceed bag limits designated by the
fisheries division of the department.

The' limits™ vary " according to
species, and are measured by volume

T - )

As outlined in a recent Eastern
Herald series on the. threat to
{ foreshore ‘marine’ life,-hie limits are

easily overriddén. The sight of groups

bays around Sydney is not uncom-

\ mon. In addition, collection meth-

ods, such as using crowbars to

destroy ledges and crevices to reach

some animals, destroy their habitats.
~ Continned ‘on page 7

105

A spokeswoman for Mr Afmstrong Sa'id':i:oigmmLt’s
. AR I ] [N T SRR SRS R o PSS = 4t a2 al .

A proposed plan-of management.

of people carting away bucket-_ ~
loads of eunjevoi or cockles from =
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