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marine ban sites
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Po\icing the bag limits has been hampered by a
shortage of fisheries inspectors. (There are nine,
inspectors for the Sydney metropolitan region.) I

The management plan recommends investigating i
how local government officers, such as beach i

inspectors and park rangers, could take on a
law-enlorcement role.

The plan was prepared by a committee comprising
representatives of the department, local councils,
amatew fishermen and university researchers' Dr
Tony Underwood, the director of the Institute of
Marine Ecology at the University of Sydney, wrote'the
committee's discussion paPer.

He says studies of rocky foresh'ores have shown that
for everv two kilometres, there are an average of l9'8
people collecting. Each day, six to seven crabs,.four
sea urchins and t2 turbo snails are taken. Harvesting ts

intertidal species were growing smaller, Dr Under'
wood said, as the larger individuals were taken'
Harvesting also upset ecological interactions.

The popular sea-urchins, for example,- are voracious
grarers"'Iheir removal results in a growth of seaweeds'
which smother other animals.

The activity cycles of some species.make-them
particularly wtirirabte. The largj: whelk (rredatory
inail) unwittingly comes upshore from deoip€r habitats
eachiummer, itrit when human foraging is busiest. The
large whelk is seriously depteted all al6eEfhie coast, Dr

more intense at easily accessible points in areas
targe human populations.

Underwood said.
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An open invitation to nominate
rvhich foreshore areas you would like
protected has been issued by the
Department of Agriculture and Fish-
eries. All shore harvesting u,ill be
banned in protected areas.

- A^ proposed plan of management
for harveiiting in intertidal hibitats,
.released yesterday by the Minister for
Agricultirre and Fisheries,. Mr. Arm-
strcng, recommends that numerous
sites along the NSW coast - the
ma'jority in the metropolitan area -be protected.

It also recommends that partial
protection be given to other areas,
and suggests that local government
officers could do the policing.

The management plan was
prompted by the threat to the sun'ival
of invertebrates - such as sea
urchins, rock crabs, pipis and cockles
- which are being taken in increas-
ing volumes for fishing bait or food.
' At present, the only protected
areas in -NSW: , a{e eight aquatic
reserves. At any other rocky outcrop
or beach people may gather rvhat
flauna they like, providing they do not
gxceed bag limits designated by the
fisheries division of the department.

The limitJ vary atcording to
species, and are,measured by- volume
per p$!Qo. ': , , '.:

As outlined in a recent Eastern
Herald series on the threat to
foreshorc irqarine tife,-the limits are
easily oveiridden. The iight oI groups
of people carting away bucket-
loads of cunjevoi or cockles from
bays around Sydney is not uncom-
mon. ln addition, collection meth-
ods, such as using.,crowbars to
dcstroy lcdges and crevices to reach
some animals, destroy iheir habitats.
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