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New South Wales

Mr E Page

Member for Coogee

113/29 Newland Street

BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2002

12 NOV 1591

Dear Mr Page

My colleague the Hon lan Armstrong, MP has referred your correspondence of 12 July
1991 regarding a proposed Aquatic Reserve for Gordons Bay to me for consideration.

In November 1990 the Prime Minister announced that the Australian Government has
decided to work towards the expansion of Australia's marine reserve system. In
~ association with State governments, the Commonwealth is investigating the.
establishment of a national representative system of marine protected areas that will
protect these areas while permitting appropriate uses and promoting public education.

I am pleased to inform you that NSW Fisheries has been allocated funds to assist in
this national representative system.

NSW Fisheries is proposing to develop a biogeographically based method for
identification of representative areas for protection. To date, areas selected as Aquatic
Reserves have generally been selected on the basis of their uniqueness or sensitivity.
There is now, however, recognition of a need to identify and select a set of
ecologically representative areas for dedication which cover the full range of aquatic
habitats, communities and species.

In light of these new developments it would be premature to consider Gordons Bay for
dedication as an Aquatic Reserve. However please be assured that it is still being
considered under the representative system.

Thank you for your interest in fisheries matters.
Yours sincerely

_Ga

IAN CAUSLEY MP
Minister for Natural Resources
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