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Background

- NSW Fisheries has .established a working group to consider the submissions

forwarded to it on the Discussion Paper entltled "Managing Harvesting activities In

Intertidal Habitats.

- The Intertidal Invertebrate Harvesting Management Committee includes the fohowing

representatives; Frank Prokop, NSW Fisheries - Fisheries Manager (Recreational

Fisheries) - Chairman;- Peter Dalmazzo, NSW- Fisherles -~ Biologist - (Habitat

Management); Dianné Campbell - National Parks & Wildlife Service; Dr Tony
Underwood =~ Institute of Marine Ecology, Sydney University; John Prosser -
Recreational Fishing Advisory Council; Duncan Leadbitter -~ Oceanwatth and
Michae!l Chanell - .Sydney Coastal' Councils and Local Government and Shires
Association.

107 responses 'to the Discussion Paper on were received and the following
summary was compiled by the Division of Fisheries.

The Management Committee will- consider all submissions and will cevelop a
Management Plan which may involve the amendment of fisheries regulations.

Summary of §gbmi§§mas_sm_mg_uimamn_eam :

The following groups provided submissions ;-
25 individuals, 17 Fisherles Inspectors, 14 local councils, 15 fishing' arQups,
16 local interest groups, 6 other Fisheries staff, 5 commercial fishermen, 4

universities and higher education groups, and 4 other State Goverriment
departments. The majority of Individuals were recreational anglers.

The following Councils submitted comments on the Discussion Paper :-

Waverley, Woollahra, Manly, Concord, Gosford City, Klama, Ku-ring-gai,

Coffs Harbour City, Mosman, Rockdale, Bankstown Clty, Warringah, Local

Govemment and Shires Assoclation and Sydney Coastal Councils group,
Approxtmately 42% of submissions -generally approved of the proposed

“Management’, 15% were opposed and the remalnmg 43% did not comment on
this matter. .
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In regard to ‘Protected Zones",.64% (68) of respondents commented on protectlon
zones and of these 59% (40) of these submissions nominated areas of protection.
44% (47) of submissions provided comments on bag limits and harvesting methods -
and 28% of submissions mentioned -education.. All submissions ‘were in suppornt of
a formal education campaign and in particular the need to educate athnic groups
which harvest inter tidal animals for foed.

A total of 40% (43) of submrssrons mennoned the-need for increased enforcement.

% (23) of those submissions were in favour of using Fisheries Inspectors and
other support for énforcement (ie Local Councul personnel, Police, Naticnal Parks &
Wildlife Staff or honorary rangers)

46% (20) of submrss:ons.on enforcement were opposed to the use of oitside
agencies to enforce these regulations. The malority of objectors were Fisheries
Inspectors, anglmg groups and some councils.

37% (16) of submissions on enforcemént matters specifically mentioned the need
for more Fisheries Inspectors. Very few of these comments were from Inspectors
themselves,

An_Inteqrated Management Plan

The Committee, as a résult of submissions, Is currently eonsidering altering the bag
limits outlined in the Discussion Paper as follows,

1. Crabs, other than mud and blue swimmer (which are covered by other
regulations) soldier c¢rabs’ (no hmn) in any combination - 10 (replacing 5 in
the Discussion Paper).

2. Beach worms (or part thereof) -20 (replacihg 10 in the Discussion Paper).

3. Cunjevoi - 20 (replacing 10 in the Discussion Paper).

In summary invertebrate bag limits ‘which the Management Committee will
recommend to the Minister are :- ‘

- No octopus from ocean rock platforms or Sydney Harbour, but no fimit
glsewhere, Octopus may be taken for bait onto rock platforms If caught
elsewhere, o -

- 10 crabs (other than mud, blue swimmer, soldier) In any combination.

10 sea'urchins
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- 20 beach worms (or part thereof)
- 20 cunjevoi
- 50 pippies or cockles (any species) In any combination

- 20 of all other. species .of molluscs '(exctuding‘ cephalopods) in any
T combination :

L~ The current bag limit of 10 for abalone will remain, although Fisheries has
B @ proposed reducing this to 5, This limit is contained within a Discussion -
; Paper on managing Marine Recreational Fisheries which is avallable from all
4 fisheries Inspectors (comments ciose March 31, 1992)

~The Management Commmee will also recommend to the Minister that the following
harvesting methods for intertidal Invertebrates be allowed to a distance of 50 metres
from Mean Low Water Mark { MLW)

- Bare or gloved hand.

- . Yabby or nipper pum‘p.with barrel'diemeter not Agreater than 85mm.

- Non destructiveé methods (such as an upturned tin can).

- A single bladed knife walh the b!ade longer than it is broad.

A spade or p:tchfork in soft intertidal areas out_51de seagrass beds.
Additlonauy. the Management Co'mmiktee will recommend -

- ‘No shucking of intertidal anxmals except for their lmmedxate use as bait will
be permmed :

., . '

A total of 85 individual nominations for intertidal protected zones were received,
although some of the nominations clearly did not fit the guidelines put forward In the
Discussion Paper. Of these nominations 52 (61%) were In the Sydney Metropolitan
area or its immediate vicinity, 20 subm«sswns were north of Sydney and 13 were
south of Sydney

In the Sydney region nommated Zones Included:

-

- W3 Zone lIdentified in the Regional Env:ronmental Pian 23 -for Sydney

Harbour DR
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- Bronte Ree{'and'Mackenzié.s .Bay
- Boltle and Glass Rock " o
- Fa»fry Bower
- _ Cépe Banks
-~ \;Vooloowire Bay'
- Pear! Bay\ to Quakers Hat Bay and The Island Balmoral Beach
/ : ' .
b Shelly B_éach and Foity 'Bas}gets Beach
- Long Reefquuatic Reserve to Barrenjoey Headland, andl
- Western foresh_oreé of Pittwater, |
North of Sydney - Proposed ZIP's - N . ' | ' ‘ -
- Forresters Beach south to Wamberal Lagoon | . P
- MacMasters Beach south to Béw_Head. and
- Brisbane Waters area. | |
South of Sydney - Proposed ZIP's
- Minnamurra Ri&er
- Bé§s-Point. and .
- ' Seven Mile Beachf‘
Some other comments regarding protected zones included:

- 11% (12) of the submisslons were concerned about the proposal to limit
"~ recreational anglers to commercially prepared balts in protected zones.

- 4 submissions were’ c\rit'ical of the expertise of Local Councils in determining
protected zones and claimed that Councils and other Government agencies .
largely responsible for habitat degradation. ' '

- A number of submissions (4) also considered it Important to identify the
' reasons why harvesting continued in areas such as the Long Reef Aquatic
Reserve (0 enable this management plan to be more effective and supported

by a concerted educalional program. '

D »
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- 3 submissions blamed pollution as a malor lactor in the decline of Intertidal
Invenebrates.

The Management Committee wlll convene, meetings In each zone (Queensland
border to Newcastle, Newcaslle to Wollongong, Wollongong to Victorian border) to

discuss recommendations for - protected zones In these areas. These

recommiendations will ‘be circulated for public' comment, with each of ‘the original
107 authors of submissions, and other interested groups and individuals being able

lo comment. The committee will assess these furthe( submissions and make -

recommendations to the Mlnlster

N FRANK PROKOP

Chairman

- Interlidal Invertebrate
Harvesting Management
Committee
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