PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Electorate Office
Suite 113, 1st Floor
MEMBER FOR COOGEE Newland Apartments

29 Newland. Strget

11 March 1992 09 26 ene
Fax. (02) 387 8845

Alderman John Buchanan,

Mayor of Randwick,

Council Chambers,

Francis Street,

RANDWICK... 2031.

Dear John,

I am writing to you requesting that the Council institute a programme to
formulate a Plan of Management for Gordons Bay, which many people feel is
showing the stress of unsympathetic and excessive use by various sections of
the community.

Such a plan could be prepared quite speedily and cheaply by the Council as a
first step to a long term strategy to protect and enhance the integrity of this
unique area.

As you may be aware, "in association with the State Governments, the
Commonwealth is investigating the establishment of a national representative
system of marine protected areas that will protect these areas while promoting
appropriate uses and providing public education”.

The Australian Government has allocated funds to New South Wales Fisheries
to assist in this assessment, which involves the development of a
"biographically based method for identification of representative areas for
protection”.

When this long and involved process is completed, it may then be feasible to
designate Gordons Bay as an aquatic reserve and thereby afford it the highest
possible protection based on long term in depth investigation.

In the meantime, the Fisheries Department has banned spear-fishing in Gordons
Bay thereby removing one of the most contentious degrading features for the
area. The development of a Plan of Management will speedily
and effectively provide a large measure of protection for the area and involve
user and community groups in assessing what should be done to rationalise the
use of this precious facility.

Yours faithfully,

.

E.T. PAGE, B.E., B.Comm., M.P.,
Shadow Minister for Administrative Services, 149
MEMBER FOR COOGEE.

(P.S. 1 would be more than happy to be involved in any committee you set up to
prepare a Plan of Management.)



